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CONFIDENTIAL COLOMBO 2977 
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TAGS: OVIP (MADAME BAND ARAN AIKE) 

SUBJECT: MADAME BANDARANIKE VISIT TO MANILA CANCELLED 

REF: MANILA 13034 

TRIP BY PRIME MINISTER BAND ARAN AILE TO VARIOUS SOUTHEAST 
ASIAN COUNTRIES HAS BEEN ON-AGAIN, OFF-AGAIN FOR MORE 
THAN YEAR. SHE HAS JUST OUSTED TROTSKYITES FROM 
GOVERNMENT AND RESHUFFLED HER CABINET. DURING SEPTEMBER 1 1 
CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR, PM SAID SHE HAD BEEN INVITED 
TO RECEIVE FAO'S CERES AWARD IN ROME NEXT MONTH AND HAD 
CONSIDERED VISITING SEVERAL SOUTHEAST ASIAN COUNTRIES 
DIRECTLY AFTERWARD. SHE ALSO SAID SHE WAS REVIEWING 
SOUTHEAST ASIA TRIP BECAUSE IT MIGHT BE UNWISE TO BE OUT 
OF COUNTRY FOR EXTENDED TIME DURING PRESENT TRANSITION 
PERIOD. 
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